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We're pleased to present to you this year's Con-
sumer Confidence Report. This report is designed
to inform you about the guality water and services
we deliver to you every day. Our constant goal is
to pravide you with a safe and dependable supply
of drinking water. Our source of water is provided
through four wells, three an the west end of town,
and one on the east end of town. We want you to
understand the effarts we make to continually
improve the water treatment process and protect
our water resources. We are committed to ensur-
ing the quality of your water. Recently the Village
of St Paris along with the Ohio EPA completed a
study of St. Paris’s source of drinking water, to
identify potential contaminant sources and pro-
vide guidance on protecting the drinking water
source. According to this study, the aquifer
(water-rich zone) that supplies water to St. Paris
has a moderate susceptibility to contamination.
This determination is based on the following:

> presence of a moderately thick protective

layer of clay/shale/other overlying the

aquifer,

no evidence to suggest that ground water

has been impacted by any significant lev-

els of chemical contaminants from human

activities,

. presence of significant potential contami-
nant sources in the protection area.

v

This susceptibility means that under currently ex-
isting conditions, the likelihood of the aquifer be-
coming contaminated is moderate. This likeli-
hood can be minimized by implementing appro-
priate protective measures. More information
about the source water assessment or what con-
sumers can do to help protect the aquifer is avail-
able by caliing Ben Shuman at 937-663-4329,

SOURCES OF CONTAMINATION
The sources of drinking water both tap water and
bottled water include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels
over the surface of the land or through the ground,
it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in
some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up
substances resulting from the presence of animals
or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water
include: (A) Microbial contaminants, such as vi-
ruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage
treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural live-
stock operations and wildlife; (B) Inorganic con-
taminants, such as salts and metals, which can be
naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water
runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater dis-
charges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming;
(C) Pesticides and herbicides, which may come !
from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban |
storm water runoff, and residential uses; (D) Or-
ganic chemical contaminants, including synthetic

and volatile organic chemicals, which are by- .
products of industrial pracesses and petroleum pro-
duction, and can also come from gas stations, ur-
ban storm water runoff, and septic systems; (E)
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-
oceurring or be the result of il and gas production
and mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink,

EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount

of certain contaminants in water provided by public §
water systems. FDA regulations establish limits for |
contaminants in bottled water which must provide

the same protection for public health.

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause seri-
ous health problems, especially for pregnant
women and young children. Lead in drinking wa-
ter is primarily from materials and components
associated with service lines and home plumb-
ing. The Village of St. Paris Water System is
responsible for providing high quality drinking
water, but cannot control the variety of materials
used in plumbing components. When your water
has been sitting for several hours, you can mini-
mize the potential for lead exposure by flushing
your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before us-
ing water for drinking or cooking. If you are con-
cerned about lead in your water, you may wish to
have your water tested. A list of laboratories cer-
tified in the State of Ohio to test for lead may be
found at htip:/iwww.epa.state.oh.us/ddagw or by
calling 614-644-2752. Information on lead in
drinking water, testing methods, and steps you
can take to minimize exposure is available from
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-
4791 or at  http:/iwww.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

IMMUNO-COMPROMISED PERSONS
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants |
in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons wilh cancer |
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have under- |
gone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other |
immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants
can be particularly at risk from infections. These pea-
ple should seek advice about drinking water from their
health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appro-
priate means to lessen the risk of infection by crypto-
sporidium and other microbiological contaminants are
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline {800-
426-4791).




Definitions of some terms used in this report: The Village of St. Paris routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and State
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